
Committee:  Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
 

Date of meeting:  17 June 2021 
 

Subject: Call In of the Individual Cabinet Member Decision 
Making – Leisure & Culture and Resources Decision 
in respect of ‘Land at Weston Green Common 
adjacent to the property known as ‘Merrywood’’ 

Portfolio Holder: Leisure & Culture – Mrs. J.R. Turner 
Resources – M. Rollings 

Exempt information: None 

Delegated status: For recommendation to Cabinet on 7 July 2021 
 

Executive Summary: 
 

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee is asked to review a decision taken by the 
Portfolio Holders for Leisure & Culture and Resources at an Individual Cabinet 
Member Decision Making meeting held on 17 March 2021, following receipt of a Call 
In signed by 5 Members of the Council.  
 

Recommended: that the Overview & Scrutiny Committee review the decision 
made at the Individual Cabinet Member Decision Making – Leisure & Culture 
and Resources meeting held on 17 March 2021, regarding ‘Land at Weston 
Green Common adjacent to the property known as ‘Merrywood’ as set out 
below and in line with the Council’s Constitution either: 
 

 request that the Individual Cabinet Members for Leisure & Culture and 
Resources reconsider the matter setting out in writing the nature of its 
concerns (in this connection, a representative of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee will be entitled to attend the Cabinet meeting to present their 
case); or 
 

 decide that no further action be taken, in which case the decision made at 
the Individual Cabinet Member Decision Making – Leisure & Culture and 
Resources meeting may be implemented without further consideration or 
delay; or 

 

 refer the matter to full Council and recommend that Council ask that the 
Individual Cabinet Members for Leisure & Culture and Resources 
reconsider the decision; or  

 

 refer the matter to Cabinet following consideration of the potential financial 
implications. 

 

Report: 
 
1. On 17 March 2021, the Portfolio Holders for Leisure & Culture and Resources 

considered a report entitled ‘Land at Weston Green Common adjacent to the 
property known as ‘Merrywood’ and resolved that: 
 
‘as landowner, the Council seeks to protect the natural environment and 
maintain its green space for the benefit of its residents.  The subject application 



will create a material change to the infrastructure and natural flora of the 
Common land.  With this considered, removal of Common land to facilitate 
development of any nature, cannot be supported as it would set precedent in 
reducing the amount of green space within the Borough’ 

  

2. Following publication of the Individual Cabinet Member Decision Making – 
Leisure & Culture and Resources decision by way of its ‘Notice of Action 
Agreed’, on 23 March 2021, the Interim Monitoring Officer received a notice from 
five Members of the Council that the decision regarding ‘Land at Weston Green 
Common adjacent to the property known as ‘Merrywood’ be called in. In line with 
the Council’s Constitution, this item now stands referred to the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee for consideration. 

  

3. For Members’ ease of reference, the Call In Notice is attached at Appendix A.  
 
A copy of the ‘Land at Weston Green Common adjacent to the property known 
as ‘Merrywood’ Individual Cabinet Member Decision Making – Leisure & Culture 
and Resources report is provided at Appendix B.  
 
A Minute extract from the Individual Cabinet Member Decision Making – Leisure 
& Culture and Resources meeting held on 17 March 2021 is provided at 
Appendix C 
 
As requested on the Call In Notice, the following additional information has been 
supplied to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee at Appendix D:  
 

 Planning Application 2020-1795 Merrywood, Weston Green, Thames Ditton, 
Surrey KT7 0JZ – Officer’s report that was considered at the Planning 
Committee meeting held on 12 January 2021. 

 
In addition, the Council’s Call-In Procedure as set out in the Council’s 
Constitution is included at Appendix E. 

  

4. In accordance with the Council’s Call In Procedure, the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee may either: 
 

 request the Individual Cabinet Members for Leisure & Culture and 
Resources to reconsider the matter setting out in writing the nature of its 
concerns (in this connection, a representative of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee will be entitled to attend the Cabinet meeting to present their 
case); or  

 

 decide that no further action be taken, in which case the decision made at 
the Individual Cabinet Member Decision Making – Leisure & Culture and 
Resources meeting may be implemented without further consideration or 
delay; or  

 

 refer the matter to full Council and recommend that Council ask the 
Individual Cabinet Members for Leisure & Culture and Resources to 
reconsider the decision; or 

 
 refer the matter to Cabinet following consideration of the potential financial 

implications. 
 



Financial implications: 
As set out in the original report 
 
Environmental/Sustainability Implications: 
As set out in the original report. 
 
Legal implications: 
The Local Government Act 2000 requires that local authorities establish overview and 
scrutiny committees, with powers to review or scrutinise decisions of the Executive that 
have been made but not yet implemented, including the power to recommend that the 
decision-maker reconsider the original decision and the power to refer the matter to 
Council for scrutiny. 
 
Equality implications: 
As set out in the original report. 
 
Risk Implications: 
As set out in the original report. 
 
Community Safety implications: 

As set out in the original report. 
 
Principal Consultees: 
Gavin Ramtohal, Interim Monitoring Officer. 
 
Background papers: 
None / Exempt 
 
Enclosures/Appendices: 
Appendix A – Call In Notice 
Appendix B – ‘Land at Weston Green Common adjacent to the property known as 
‘Merrywood’ ICMDM report  
Appendix C – Minute extract from the ICMDM Meeting held on 17 March 2021  
Appendix D – Planning Application 2020-1795 Merrywood, Weston Green, Thames 
Ditton, Surrey KT7 0JZ 
Appendix E – Excerpt from the Council’s Constitution. Part 5-37 – Call in Procedure 
 
Contact details: 
Report Co-ordinator - M. Clarke – Committee and Member Services Officer  
01372 474178 mclarke@elmbridge.gov.uk 
 


